
WHAT WE HAVE LEARNED? 

James 2:14-17 

 

Purpose Driven Life Series 

April 7, 2013 

Pastor Nathan J. Thompson 

 

It’s hard to believe we’re at the end of “What Am I Here For?—40 Days of Purpose.  We’re going 

to conclude today by celebrating some of the things we have learned together.  We’re going to hear 

some words of testimony from people who have been touched by this experience. 

 

I need to say I’m very proud of you as a congregation, and I am so excited to see what God has 

done through you, and in you, and to you, and for you.  As several people have shared with me, 

“You can really feel the power and love of the Holy Spirit working here at Messiah.”  I stand on 

tiptoes in anticipation of the great things God’s Holy Spirit is going to continue to do here. 

 

The Bible says a number of places that we are to remember the lessons we have learned.  And yet 

that, of course, has been one of the problems of God’s people throughout the years.  We have so 

easily forgotten or neglected God’s commands and purposes, that we need to learn them over and 

over again.  So today we’re going to look at what we have learned about ourselves. 

 

The first thing we learned is that it is all about God, not us.  Hebrews 2:10 says that it is God “for 

whom and through whom everything exists.”  We started this Purpose Driven Life Series by saying 

that the purpose of your life is far greater than your own happiness, your own personal fulfillment, 

your own success, or your own dreams and ambitions. 

 

You were made by God and for God, and until we understand that, life doesn’t make sense.  

Something the Bible also says, and Rick Warren stressed a lot, is that God made us for his forever 

family.  This basic truth is that life is not about you, it is about God, and you were made to live with 

God forever in eternity. 

 

The second thing we have learned about God is that God still does miracles.  I know I could never 

possibly recount all the miracles that people have shared with me that have happened these days and 

weeks, as well as the many miracles that are still happening and have not yet been shared.  It is 

amazing the great ways God is working here at Messiah! 

 

I have had people tell me that they have felt God in their lives, have felt his strength in facing some 

difficult issues, in ways that have never happened in them before.  I have had people share how 

now, after many years of life, they finally see more clearly God’s purposes for them. 

 

One amazing Holy Spirit miracle is how Charis Bjorklund came to be Messiah’s Worship & Youth 

Minister.  At Messiah’s Church Council Meeting in January I shared with them how our 

congregation’s advertising and networking for a Youth Minister was not working—we had received 

not one inquiry or application. 

 

I asked each member of the Council, and the Vision Task Team the night before, to pray for God to 

lead us to the person he wants to serve here.  And in our closing prayer I prayed that God’s Holy 

Spirit would lead us to the right person who can help Messiah’s Christ- centered mission grow. 



 

The next day one of the Council members knocked on my office door and mentioned that as she 

was praying she remembered that last Spring she had been invited by a friend to attend the senior 

college recital of a young woman who also led worship, and worked with youth in her church.  I 

told this person if she could find this young woman’s name and number it wouldn’t hurt to call her. 

 

Amazingly an hour or so later this Council person knocked at my door and said she had Charis on 

the phone—she wanted to talk with me.  Charis said she wasn’t looking for a job, especially in a 

church, but when I asked if she would be willing to meet to talk more she said yes.  I said it might 

be a stretch but my calendar was open that very afternoon.  Amazingly she said that would work. 

 

Charis and I met several times, more than three hours at a time, to discuss this position.  It was 

obvious that with her college degree in music and her love for worship, youth and children, that 

Charis fit our ministry hopes.  And yet it was her strong faith, her love for Jesus, her depth of Bible 

understanding and her focus on the power, and leading, of the Holy Spirit that verified for me that 

she is truly a gift to Messiah sent from God. 

 

Charis and I discussed this Biblical calling, we explored Messiah’s mission and amazing 

possibilities, we prayed together and she prayed herself, and with her church.  Charis really thought 

deeply about this—for just a few weeks earlier a call, a job, working in a Lutheran church—she 

would have never thought of them as even possibilities.  After several weeks of conversation and 

prayer, Charis accepted Messiah’s call.  The only explanation—a miracle happened here.   

 

There are so many things that God has done in these past 40 days, and so many of them are miracles 

of his love and power.  God, my friends, is a miracle working God and nothing is impossible for 

him.  God is worthy of our praise.  Let’s thank God for his never failing promises. 

 

Now a quick review of the five purposes of life.  Number one, I was planned for God’s pleasure and 

the Bible word for that is worship.  Secondly, I was formed for God’s family and the Bible word for 

that is fellowship.  Thirdly, I was created to become like Christ, discipleship. The fourth purpose is 

that I was shaped for a mission and that’s called ministry.  And the fifth purpose is that I was made 

for a mission and that word is evangelism.  Let’s say them together. 

 

Now through these days and weeks we have also learned about growing.  We learned that we grow 

through making commitments and through fellowship.  The reality is that it takes more than simply 

coming to church to grow.  You need to act on what you learn.  You can go to church every week 

for the rest of your life, and yet if you don’t respond and do anything with it, it does you no good. 

 

Now I know a number of people these past days have made new, and sometimes significant, 

commitments.  Some have dedicated, or rededicated, their lives to serving Jesus.  Some have 

realized the ongoing power and benefits of being in a Bible study and serving group, and so they 

have committed themselves in continuing to grow even more groups at Messiah. 

 

Some have committed themselves to growing their faith in more faithful worship attendance, 

through learning more about God’s purposes for them, through stepping forward to being part of a 

certain mission or ministry.  Many people old and young, new and long time members are 

responding to God’s call. 

 



The reality, of course, is that we do not grow by sitting and listening, but rather by making 

commitments.  We grow by committing ourselves to go to the next step in maturing my faith.  And 

the truth is that doing that always involves other people.  You cannot grow on your own. 

 

Some words about what their church and small group meant to them came from a young family in 

my previous church when we went through this study 10 years ago. After they went through a 

devastating miscarriage Brea wrote, “We e-mailed the news to our group and asked for prayers 

during this time of sorrow.  Within a short time, we began hearing from members of our group.  

Some e-mailed their prayers while another called.  Our small group leaders even personally 

delivered flowers to our home. 

 

“When our group met the next week we were showered with hugs, prayers and offers to help in any 

way they could.  If it were not for our small group we would never have met these people and 

experienced their prayers and kindness during our difficult time.   

 

“I truly believe,” she said, “God brings certain people into our lives at certain times for a reason.  I 

believe God placed us in this group with all of these wonderful people so we could be comforted 

through their faith.” 

 

So we’ve learned a lot about God, about life, about growth.  And we also learned that people are 

hungry for spiritual truth.  John 4:35 says that the “fields are white unto harvest.”  God wants to use 

you as a witness if you are willing.  There are people all around us who do not know Jesus as their 

Savior and Lord.  God is counting on us. 

 

Something else we learned through this Purpose Driven Life series is you need to start living what 

you have learned.  Put your faith into practice.  All the knowledge in the world is worthless unless 

we put it into practice.  So the real blessing in life doesn’t come in simply knowing your purposes in 

life, but the blessing comes in doing them.   

 

So God says that now that you know the meaning of life, put it into practice.  When I know I was 

formed for God’s pleasure, I’m reminded that I need to worship God today.  When I know that I 

was formed for God’s family, I know I need to fellowship with other believers.  When I know I was 

created to be like Christ and shaped to serve God, and made for a mission, I can’t go back.  God is 

calling you and me to love him, and serve him, more faithfully. 

 

So, my friends, we need to pass it on.  The truth is that you only keep what you give away.  You 

will not retain the things you learned unless you pass them on.  God doesn’t want you to be a 

reservoir, but a funnel.  Pray and ask God to use you to bless others.  Write a letter, share a truth, 

send a CD, give them a book, bring them to church.  Then you will also keep growing. 

 

As we close I want to say I’m so very proud of you as a congregation.  You’re becoming more and 

more an unselfish church.  You have stepped forward in faith and mission.  You have given 

generously and our ministry has grown.  You have supported worship that focuses on reaching 

others.  You have stepped out beyond your likes to reach others for Jesus. 

 

May we pray each day, “Lord, I will use this day to get to know and love God better—worship.  I 

will use this day to show love to others—fellowship.  I will use this day to make choices to grow 



my character and become like Christ—discipleship.  I will use this day to serve God by serving 

others—ministry.  I will use this day to share the Good News—evangelism.  


